
TIPL 2013 Annual Report 
 

TIPL Climate Vigils:  TIPL Climate Prayer Vigils offer an opportunity to witness our spiritual concern for 
climate change through reflection, song, and aspiration.  We held eight vigils:  two in East TN, four in the 
Greater Knoxville region, and two in Nashville. Petitions to TVA, asking it to close down its coal plants and 
rely more on energy efficiency, were available for participants to sign at the vigils.  
  

TIPL Tele-seminars: Quarterly teleseminars (conference calls with a presentation) were offered to the 
leadership of the faith community. Topics and leaders of the teleseminars were the ethics of responding to 
climate change with Dr. John Nolt (UT / Knoxville); Rev. Jim Deming on a spiritual response to climate 
change (UCC minister); Carol Landis on the science of climate change (science educator); and Tom Irwin of 
TVA on how churches could benefit from TVA energy efficiency programs. 
 

TIPL Outreach:  Several TIPL Steering Committee members made presentations to faith groups, 
introducing them to TIPL using a TIPL PowerPoint presentation.  We reached out to groups in Chattanooga, 
Alcoa, Knoxville, Jonesborough, Oak Ridge, and Crossville.  TIPL also co-sponsored a church energy 
assessment event in Johnson City.  TIPL had a booth at a UT/Knoxville student volunteer fair. 
 

Membership / Partnership Management:  TIPL welcomed members from 23 congregations across East 
and Middle TN, including 14 faith groups who have joined as partners.  We developed application forms 
for members (individual) and partners (faith groups).  We use a data management system to help us keep 
track of both members and partners. 
  

National IPL Engagement and Support:  In May, national IPL granted TIPL a $5,000 Seed Grant to help us 
further develop climate vigils, outreach, and our annual meeting.  Two TIPL steering committee members 
attended the national IPL annual conference in Washington, D.C. in April.  We also regularly participated in 
the quarterly national IPL phone conferences. National IPL staff provided us regular developmental 
support and technical assistance with our website. 
 

Communication:  TIPL ended the year with a number of established ways to communicate with our 
members, partners, and larger community.  Our website (www.tennipl.org) is our communication base 
even though it remains a work in progress.  We have a monthly TIPL update report that gets posted as a 
blog on our website and e-mailed to our members and partners using an email service.  TIPL uses a 
conference call service for our steering committee calls, vigil planning calls, and tele-seminars.  We also 
have a TIPL logo, developed by one of our more creative steering committee members. 
 

Climate 1000:  In 2013, TIPL started a collaborative initiative within the Knoxville region to engage a wider 
community in climate protection and social justice as a spiritual response to climate change.  We are 
working with the environmental and economic justice communities to advocate for climate protection and 
affordable weatherization.  This initiative will culminate with an event in Knoxville with a goal to attract 
more than 1000.   
  

Annual Meeting:  TIPL convened its first annual meeting in September at the Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Knoxville. On Friday night, our featured speaker Rev. Alexis Chase, Director of the Georgia IPL (GIPL) 
offered her insights from GIPL successe. At our Saturday annual meeting, we made our plans for 2014. 
 

Governance and Administration:  The TIPL Steering Committee has monthly calls to conduct business and 
plan.  Current Steering Committee members are Dan Joranko (President), Roberta Boone (Vice-President), 
Carol Landis (Treasurer), Louise Gorenflo (Secretary), Ginny Ayers, Toby Rogers, and Todd Waterman.   The 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy serves as our fiscal sponsor. 


